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  President’s Message 

Like most organizations, we have paused all in-person YMF 

activities at this time due to the COVID-19 outbreak. With the majority of 

our members now working from home, we’re exploring new ways to stay 

connected and help others during this difficult time. We look forward to 

engaging YMF members through virtual activities in the coming weeks. 

We were fortunate to have several successful events this winter 

prior to March. We had over 50 attendees at our Holiday Party at 

Alesmith Brewing Company, collecting a record number of toys for our 

annual Toy Drive. At our January General Meeting, Doug Provins of SDGE 

shared Five Effective Networking Tips for Engineers, which was followed 

with Speed Networking among attendees. In February we welcomed 

Coleen Clementson of SANDAG to present SANDAG’s Five Big Moves. We 

had several great presentations lined up for our spring meetings and we 

are currently exploring alternate ways of sharing these.  

Though our in-person events are on hold, we will continue to move 

forward with our scheduled election cycle, with nominations opening in 

mid-April. Nominations will take place via email and voting will be online. 

Check out our website for a list of current YMF Officers and feel free to 

reach out if you’re interested in hearing more about a position. With 19 

Officer positions, there are plenty of opportunities to get involved.  

We look forward to resuming in-person YMF activities once it is 

safe to do so. In the meantime, I invite you to connect with us on 

Instagram (@asce_sd_ymf), check out our weekly email, and keep an eye 

out for virtual activities. And above all, take care of each other and stay 

safe. 
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By Alex Ford, President 
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WINTER 

NEWSLETTER 

https://www.reddit.com/r/sandiego/comments/fod2ys/pacific_beach_324/ 

San Diego Section’s Younger Members Forum presents the chapter’s action over the 

Winter months of 2019 and 2020. Stay safe and maintain a positive outlook! 

http://www.sandiego-ymf.org/
https://www.instagram.com/asce_sd_ymf/?hl=en
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Monthly Meetings 
Each month, YMF hosted general body meetings featuring technical presentations with fun 

networking, dinner, and drinks! Below you will find a recap of what we learned about this past Winter. 
January – Five Effective Networking Tips for Engineers I Wish I Knew 

Starting Out 
By Tan Cao, President-Elect 

The night was divided in 2 parts: the first being a presentation by Doug Provins, PE, GE; the second 

being a speed networking session with dinner guests. Provins is currently a Senior Civil/Structural 

Engineer at San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E). He provided valuable insight on the importance of 

networking throughout one’s career and developing effective communication tools, with examples 

from his own experience. From that, guests were able to put those tips and examples to use in the 

following speed networking session. Speed networking involved guests rotating frequently to practice 

their introductions and converse fluidly in multiple one-on-one encounters.   

February – A Bold New Transportation Vision in Five Big Moves 
By Tan Cao, President-Elect 

Our speaker for the evening was Coleen 

Clementson who is currently the Director of 

Regional Planning at the San Diego Association 

of Governments (SANDAG). Ms. Clementson 

touched on the current and future challenges 

within the region centered around population 

growth, available transportation modes, and 

travel times. In summary, residents are traveling 

from all over the county to specific 

employment centers, and it’s to/from these 

employment centers where SANDAG is 

developing better solutions for commuters. 

Those solutions would include enhancing a 

network of transportation facilities (Complete 

Corridors), alternatives to automobiles such as 

transit and high speed trains (Transit Leap), 

focused areas to access different transportation 

modes (Mobility Hubs), last mile options 

to/from the transportation hubs (Flexible 

Fleets), and integrated software (Next OS).    
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Outreach 
North Rueda Canyon Clean-Up 
By Vanessa (Tarronas) Eslava, Vice-President of Community Service  

On Saturday, January 11th at the North Rueda Canyon, YMF joined forces with Engineers Without 

Borders (EWB) to help the local Friends of Tierrasanta Canyon remove invasive species. Six YMF and 

EWB volunteers were taught how to identify certain species of flora plaguing the canyon spent the 

morning removing those invasive bushes that were all along canyon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Rueda Canyon Clean-Up 
By Vanessa (Tarronas) Eslava, Vice-President of Community Service  

YMF makes its long-awaited sequel to the North 

Rueda Canyon Clean-Up: the South Rueda Canyon 

Clean-Up! On Saturday, February 8th at the South 

Rueda Canyon, YMF led the charge in helping the 

Friends of Tierrasanta Canyon in chopping down 

invasive eucalyptus trees that have spread 

throughout the canyon. Five YMF volunteers were 

joined by three San Diego State University student 

volunteers in eradicating eucalyptus trees that were 

preventing the growth of native plant species. 

High Tech Fair 
By Vanessa (Tarronas) Eslava, Vice-President of Community Service 

On February 5th & 6th at the Fleet Science Center, four YMF volunteers taught curious middle school and 

high school children some of the interesting basics of civil engineering. There were approximately 300 kids 

from all over San Diego County who attended this thought-provoking and insightful event. 
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Social Events 
Holiday Party 
By Chase Lawson, Social Co-Chair  

2019’s Holiday Party provided an extravagant environment to celebrate the end of a wonderful year. 

Decade themed trivia brought YMF’ers the opportunity to reminisce on the decade left behind and 

gain excitement for what’s to come. We were also successful in organizing a toy drive that stimulated 

the excitement of gift giving within many of our local companies. Together we donated two giant 

boxes of various toys and gifts to Toys for Tots; an overwhelming way to celebrate the magic of the 

holiday season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joint Mammoth Trip 
By Chase Lawson, Social Co-Chair  

YMF started out the new decade right by meeting up with the other YMF chapters of Southern 

California to enjoy some of the best snow on the west coast. This annual trip brought both new and 

familiar faces together to enjoy an extended weekend of shredding the slopes and enjoying the many 

other activities Mammoth has to offer. There is no place quite like the mountains to enjoy each 

other’s company. This trip continues to be a favorite among our members, and it is safe to say many 

are already looking forward to the next. 
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WRYMC 2020 
Western Regional Younger Members Council 2020 
By Javi Lopez, Newsletter Chair  

In what many consider to be the greatest annual conference, the Western Regional Younger Members 

Council met on the fourth weekend of the fresh decade to engage each other as ASCE’s national, 

regional, and local leaders. ASCE’s Regions 8 and 9 met in Burlingame, California, seconds away from 

the world-famous San Francisco Bay. San Diego YMF without question packed their bags, practiced 

their networking, and got on their flights (or in their car for the case of one member) straight to 

Burlingame. 

On Friday, multiple discussions between leaders of ASCE’s Student, Younger Member, and Section 

chapters were held to determine steps and goals ASCE should take to increase membership and 

retention, recruit board members, transition between chapters, and much more. A presentation was 

given on the Cal OES Safety Assessment Program, providing yet more opportunities for civil engineers 

to broaden their professional horizons. The night of the same day, the San Diego State University, UC 

San Diego, San Diego YMF, and San Diego Section met for dinner and drink at the local watering hole 

and talked about their days and about their excitement for the events that they’d yet to have. 

Saturday hosted the annual Business Meeting, a gathering of Younger Members discussing and 

voting on several resolutions for the future. At the Business Meeting, it was agreed to recommend 

that the ASCE national leadership host their board meetings online via streaming, to provide a chance 

for those interested in understanding the topics that affect all of ASCE. Additionally, it was voted to 

recommend that ASCE cover the costs for guests of the New Faces program to attend the ASCE OPAL 

Awards Gala and recognize them on stage during the event. Then in a passionate rally, the entirety of 

the younger member leaders unanimously voted on having Utah YMF host the 2022 WRYMC. San 

Diego YMF’s leadership all agree that we look forward to attending the upcoming WRYMCs in Orange 

County, California and Salt Lake City, Utah! 

Saturday afternoon was filled with various options of technical tours for ASCE’s Younger Members to 

attend. Tours included the Golden Gate Bridge, the BART Vehicle Maintenance Shop, the Bay Bridge, 

the Confidential Corporate Tech Campus, San Francisco’s Next Waterfront Taxi Hub, the Salesforce 

Transit Center, and the great Harry Tracy Water Treatment Plant and historical Lower Crystal Springs 

Dam. Over 40% of the treatment plant and dam tourists were of San Diego YMF! 

The greatest event of the conference is the banquet held to end the conference and toast to a fresh 

year for ASCE’s Regions 8 and 9. At the banquet, leaders of all levels of ASCE danced their hearts out, 

imbibed responsibly, and celebrated WRYMC 2020. 

Please enjoy yourselves to the variety of photos taken at WYRMC 2020! 
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