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San Diego Section’s Younger
Member Forum presents
the chapter’s action over
the Summer and fall months
of 2020.

Greetings! Each year in the month of September we welcome back familiar
and new faces as officers assume their new responsibilities within the organization.
Get to know your officers by visiting the ASCE San Diego YMF website and reading
their bios. I also want to highlight the new addition of the “Professional-At-Large”
position which was added specifically to sustain aspects of our organization and
provide needed hands during periods of the year that require the most effort.
Our Summer planning retreat recognized the continuation of our programs
in virtual format. One unexpected consequence was greater connectivity with our
sister and brother YMF chapters in Irvine, San Bernardino Riverside, San Francisco,
and Las Vegas to name a few. As a result, we will be expanding on the successes of
the previous year with greater regional influence in our STEM Saturdays and
monthly meetings so keep checking back on our weekly emails. We are also
placing a temporary pause on traditional events that typically require in-person
attendance such as our annual Mammoth Trip or Legislative Fly-In until further
notice.
No matter how many years I have been involved with this organization, I
come back each time with a greater sense of motivation and hope because of all
the talented officers and chairs. We’ve proven that we can work together
effectively and adapt to the growing situation. That type of progress isn’t
something that happens easily, so I wanted to take a moment to recognize the
collective efforts of every person who has helped to get us here (past and
present). As we edge closer to the end of 2020, our focus is to continue promoting
Civil engineering and supplementing professional growth within our community. I
see this as being essential especially as social distancing continues.
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San Diego State University Student Chapter Updates
By Alan Hernandez, ASCE SDSU Chapter President

Although our ASCE chapter has had to adapt to this current COVID-19 pandemic, I am beyond grateful to our
members for their continued support through these unexpected times. All credit for this goes to our leaders.
From our officer board to our technical team captains, their attitude and constant will to share knowledge with
our younger members, is the reason why this chapter continues to strive even through these tough times.
Highlighting some of our achievements, I would first start with the attendance at our General Body Meetings.
Considering the current situation and being realistic, we did expect a dip in our attendance. However, that
decrease in attendance has not been a major one. In our first GBM we had north of 60 members and have been
averaging 30-35 members in attendance for all our following GBMs. The fact that our numbers are strong
despite the challenges in going virtual, comes to show once again that our members are invested in learning,
and willing to adapt to obstacles in
order to continue showing support to
our chapter.
A huge thank you also goes to our
technical team captains. Some of these
captains started as just members of
their teams and have worked their way
up to the PM roles. Other captains are a
little newer to our organization and
have decided to challenge themselves
and lead their teams based on genuine
interest and will to learn. Whether
they’ve been a part of ASCE for years or are newer to our organization, they continue to find a way to keep their
teams engaged in the many different aspects of their projects. The knowledge and interest these captains show
to their teams, is the reason why an underclassman or any other member of their team will be encouraged to
take on more responsibilities and continue our tradition of having strong leadership in our PM roles.
Finally, one last thanks to all the professionals and local engineering firms that have and continue to support
our chapter. Every year we hold our Annual Softball Tournament and our Professional Development Day in
which some companies have been a part of for 10+ years. Both events had to be postponed due to COVID-19
and we had to improvise when it came to fundraising events. Our Fundraising Chair, Arturo Sanchez, came up
with the idea of hosting a virtual fundraiser where we would raffle off a variety of prizes. Due to his great work,
we were able to get everything from iPads to Apple Watches to gift cards donated to us in order to raise money
by selling tickets for our raffle. On behalf of ASCE SDSU, thank you to Atlas Technical Consultants, San Diego
Section YMF, Ninyo & Moore, Coffman Engineers, RICK Engineering, and GEOCON for your continued support
and generous donations for our raffle.
I look forward to better days in which we can all get back to some normalcy but until then, thank you to our
members and all the great firms throughout San Diego who continue to help us grow personally and
professionally, while pushing the great industry of Civil Engineering forward.
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University of California San Diego Student Chapter Updates
By Arthur Kwong, ASCE UCSD Chapter President

Like many other ASCE student chapters around the nation, our organization here at UCSD had to quickly
acclimate to the online world of distanced learning. Starting early in the summer, our officer board planned out
new events and ideas to attract and retain members in the virtual setting. Some events were created for the
first time ever, and other events were modified from their traditional in-person setting to be available to our
members online.
Our first General Body Meeting (GBM) of the quarter was able to attract a large attendance of 70 new and
returning members. This meeting focused on all the opportunities our student chapter has to offer to our
members, from our three major project teams to professional development events. A smaller, more intimate
online social followed two days after our 1st GBM where our members competed in an online trivia night where
the top three winners received gift cards for their trivia skills!
Starting this quarter, we have launched a new event titled “Week of Exploration” for our members. Each day of
a designated week, we invite industry alumni for a presentation on how they have applied their UCSD structural
engineering degrees in each of the different focuses: structural design, aerospace structures, geotechnical
engineering, construction management, and engineering research. This event was popular with both our
student members, who wanted to learn more about the possibilities of our degree, and our alumni, who
wanted to give back to their alma mater. Thank you to all presenters for providing your insights to the next
generation of engineers!
Throughout the quarter our Concrete Canoe, Steel Bridge, and Seismic Design project teams have been working
hard on their new virtual competitions. I am proud of their efforts and dedication to their projects, overcoming
major setbacks and challenges to the new modified rules for online competition.
I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to our student chapter during these times. Although the
end of virtual learning seems distant at times, we will continue to provide opportunities to our student
members!
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Monthly Meetings
By Elizabeth Knox, Newsletter Chair

2020 has brought with it some unique challenges; in some ways our worlds have been turned upside down and
inside out. Against these odds, ASCE San Diego YMF has hosted its usual monthly general body meetings.
Though the format has changed, the meetings continue to incorporate active participation and informative
seminars. Each month, YMF holds meetings featuring a technical presentation coupled with virtual networking.
Below you will find a recap of what we learned this fall.

October General Body Meeting
Heather Furey, Director of Capital Projects at San Diego
Metropolitan Transit System (MTS)

YMF held its first virtual meeting of the fall and
welcomed Heather Furey, the Director of Capital
Projects at San Diego Metropolitan Transit System
(MTS). Heather’s presentation offered a
comprehensive overview of the MTS system, during
which she explained the intricacies of both her job
and industry. Additionally, her presentation included
an introduction to the MTS capital project
department and a summary of the 5-year capital
improvements plan, highlighting some of their current
projects.

November General Body Meeting
Adam Hoch, Principal Engineer at Hoch Consulting

During an equally fascinating and engaging
presentation on the Pure Water Project of San
Diego, Adam Hoch delved into the complex project
he has so arduously yet brilliantly been a part of
for the past couple of years. Pure Water of San
Diego is a multi-year project designed to localize a
third of the potable water in San Diego County.
Adam engaged the meeting attendees with
intermittent pop quizzes, that tested intuition and
pre-existent knowledge of the project – irresistible
to engineers. He discussed the interdisciplinary
and dynamic nature of Pure Water, from the
phasing of the advanced water purification facility
to the project’s outlook of delivering water by
2021.
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Social Events
Welcome Back Virtual Happy Hour
By Chase Lawson, VP Education

At the close of summer, we were able to welcome our YMF members back into the realm of professional
networking in a way that we have never done before. The very first Virtual Welcome Back Happy Hour included
various teams of YMF’ers that were quickly solving riddles over the interweb in order to “escape” their breakout
rooms and win cool prizes! These riddles were mailed to our members, in confidential boxes, which also
included a variety of happy hour swag! The evening was definitely different than what we are used to but
served as an excellent start to our year. Though we won’t be meeting in-person as much, the upcoming year
will be jam packed with virtual networking that will not disappoint! Cheers!

Virtual Spooky Hour
By Elizabeth Knox, Newsletter Chair

ASCE YMF members hopped online to ~ virtually ~
get into the Halloween spirit. The well-attended
event welcomed its participants to play an eeriesistible game of Pictionary over Zoom. Despite these
somewhat disparate times, we commend our
members’ tremendous perseverance as we continue
to foster healthy engagement and communication. It
was a wickedly good time!
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Fundraisers
October Charity of the Month - Support Mama’s Kitchen
By Elizabeth Knox, Newsletter Chair

In 2020 the impact of Covid-19 has led
to an increased need of support from
non-profit organizations, as much
locally as internationally. San Diego
YMF decided to support local
organizations small and large within San
Diego County. Currently as an
organization, San Diego YMF cannot
offer in-person volunteer opportunities.
However, being a highly successful and
well-supported community, YMF was
able to offer monetary support, while
encouraging its members to do the
same. For the month of October, YMF
supported Mama’s Kitchen for its 30th year. Mama’s Kitchen uniquely offers medically tailored meals
for those with HIV, AIDS, and other critical illnesses. Due to the Covid pandemic, they are certainly in
need of ample monetary support to continue their meal delivery services. As always, YMF is grateful to
be in a position where both the organization and its members can donate time or money to such
important causes.

November Charity of the Month – San Diego Food Bank
By Elizabeth Knox, Newsletter Chair

https://sandiegofoodbank.org/

For some of us, the fall season means holidays,
celebrations, and plenty of food.
Unfortunately, this is not the case for many.
Throughout San Diego County there are
families and individuals suffering from food
insecurity. San Diego YMF chose to support
the San Diego Food Bank through a virtual
food drive as in-person volunteer
opportunities are not yet available. The San
Diego Food Bank is the largest hunger-relief
organization in San Diego County that serves
an average of 350,000 people each month.
With the help of organizations like YMF, they
are able to provide nutritious foods to
communities in need.
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