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Clark Fernon, P.E. 

Unit Manager - So Cal/Nevada 

T.Y.Lin International 

Since 1988, Clark Fernon has been involved with major transportation projects in San Diego and 

throughout California in various capacities, from project engineer to principal-in-charge.  After 

graduating from Princeton University with a joint degree in civil engineering and architecture, he 

spent over 20 years with Boyle Engineering, which became part of AECOM, and then joined T.Y. Lin 

International as a Vice President in 2009.  He has focused his career on planning and design of 

transportation public works, ranging from roads and highways to the statewide California high 

speed rail system. He currently serves as T.Y. Lin’s Southern California/Nevada area manager and 

is a member of the firm’s business risk committee. He lives in the North Park area of San Diego with 

his wife and two children, and occasionally has time to hike, surf or sail on the weekends. 

 

Carmen Kasner, P.E. 

Regional Managing Director 

NV5 

Carmen Kasner has been in the engineering industry for 28 years. She graduated from the other 

SDSU (South Dakota State University), Started at Boyle engineering in Denver and then transferred 

to San Diego to work on the Mission Valley West Trolley extension from Old Town to the stadium. 

She then moved on to John Powell & Associates a small local firm that did extensive 

water/wastewater and municipal services. She stayed with them for 18 years as the firm 

transitioned to PBS&J and then Atkins.  She joined NV5 4 years ago and has helped lead their 

southern California infrastructure group through a tripling in size, their San Diego presence is now 

right at 300 employees. She has acted as a contract City engineer for Del Mar and is currently 

Imperial Beaches contract City engineer. She has a diversity of design experience through almost all 

aspects of civil engineering, but has focused more extensively on water and wastewater in recent 

years. She was the local San Diego Section YMF president many years ago and then worked her way 

up through the board to be the San Diego ASCE Section President in 2005-2006. She is married to 

Kevin and has 2 teenage kids, Kyra & Kyle and loves to ski, play board games and do crafts 



Mehdi Khalili, P.E., CFM, QSD 

Civil Engineer - Flood Control Engineering 

County of San Diego Department of Public Works 

Mehdi Khalili graduated with bachelor’s and master’s degrees in civil engineering and is licensed as 

a professional engineer (PE). He has over 15 years of private and public engineering service in the 

US and abroad, including consulting with Atkins, the UK's largest engineering consultancy. In his 

roles within California, Mehdi has worked for the City of Lemon Grove, City of Vista, and both City 

and County of San Diego. Mehdi is active in professional and volunteer organizations. He currently 

serves as the President of WateReuse Association-San Diego, Vice President of California Society of 

Professional Engineers, and Director B of ASCE San Diego. He enjoys traveling, music and movies.  

 

Kelly Burnell, P.E. 

Principal Bridge Engineer 

Kleinfelder 

Kelly Burnell is a Principal Bridge Engineer at Kleinfelder.  He graduated from Stanford University 

and the University of California, San Diego and has worked as a bridge engineer and project 

manager for the past 14 years.  His current interests include backpacking, reading, and playing 

music; all of which are much more treacherous with small children.  Kelly and his wife have 3 

children and live in the wilds of La Mesa.   

 

Brett Stephens, P.E. 

Vice President 

Gateway Pacific Management 

Brett Stephens graduated from San Diego State University in 2007 with a bachelor’s degree in civil 

engineering and is a licensed civil engineer in both California and Hawaii.  He began his career as an 

intern at Boyle Engineering (which is now AECOM). He also worked for T.Y. Lin International and 

Lyon Associates before joining Gateway Pacific Management as Vice President in 2017.  Throughout 

his career, Brett has worked on a variety of projects in the public works arena, ranging from small 

scale transportation planning studies to multi-billion-dollar public transit projects.  Brett is currently 

working on the Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project as the Deputy Design Manager for Engineering 

on the Project Management Consultant Team.  He is the chair of the Young Professionals Group for 

the San Diego and Imperial Counties chapter of APWA.  Brett is married to his wife Traci (who also 

happens to be the owner of Gateway Pacific Management) and they have two young children 

together.  In his free time, he enjoys spending time with his family, exercising, and surfing. 


