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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Vanessa Eslava, President
Hello YMF members!
I would like to sincerely thank all of our outgoing officers for
dedicating their time and energy during a difficult 2020-2021 year for
YMF. Although we continued to host virtual events over the past
year, our team did a great job with keeping our organization alive
through a variety of events. As we slowly begin hosting in-person
events once again, it has been great to see so many new faces at our
events, along with many familiar ones. We are happy to see you all
in-person once again!
We are pleased to welcome our incoming 2021-2022 Officer Board
with 12 returning Board members along with 9 new board members
with fresh ideas. Our group has successfully created two new
positions this past year: the Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion (DEI) Chair
and the Government Relations Chair. The DEI Chair was created as it
has been critical for our industry to begin promoting these notions in
our every day lives. Furthermore it is our civil responsibility to also
keep up to date with the latest federal policies, hence, the formation
of the new Government Relations Chair.
Our summer program kicked off with the Summer Happy Hour and
the Welcome Back Happy Hour both held in-person and outdoors at
local breweries. We have had the pleasure of handing out free YMF Tshirts and YMF stickers by attending our events. We had a successful
return of the Golf Tournament at the Rancho Bernardo Golf Course
where we had 125 participants from 36 companies and agencies. We
also hosted a Resume and Mock Interview Workshop with San Diego
State students and will be hosting one with University of California,
San Diego in January 2022 to help students prepare for upcoming
career fairs.
We would like to remind our members to renew their annual
memberships online. YMF will be providing a guide to help you with
asking your company to pay for dues. Get ready as the Western
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Region Younger Member Council (WRYMC) will be returning inperson on July 8-10, 2022 in Park City, Utah! Be sure to attend our
Holiday Party for a chance to win FREE Registration. Stay tuned for

Omar Abu Zeineh

the return of Engineering Day at the Mall in February 2022.

Newsletter Chair

Have a safe and happy holiday season, and we look forward to seeing

Civil Engineer

you in 2022!

WSP USA
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MY GREAT ASCE ADVENTURE
By Janusz Supernak, Ph.D.
The current 2021-2022 academic year will be my last year as the Chair of the Department of Civil, Construction, and
Environmental Engineering at SDSU before entering the Early Retirement program (FERP). It will also be my last year as
the Faculty Advisor of the Student Chapter of the American Society of Civil Engineers. It was the year 1992 when both of
those functions were assigned to me. The Department had only one program: Civil Engineering. At that time, I could not
possibly foresee that in Fall 2021, we will have four-degree programs in the Department that I will still be chairing.
Equally unlikely was any perspective of my continuation as the ASCE faculty Advisor for the next 30 years. Yet,
somehow, it all happened.
My ASCE adventure started at the time when our Student Chapter tried to establish its strong position in the PSW
Conference, the strongest ASCE conference in the nation. In 1991, the Chapter took 8th place in the PSWC, way below
our ambitions and the actual potential. A strong mobilization and hard work brought an unexpected result; we took
first place in the next annual competition. Since then, our SDSU team has been a recognizable force in the PSWC.
For me, the PSWC conference was always a culmination of the year-long preparations and a joyous time to see our
team in action. We had many successful moments over the years. For example, for five years in a row, we dominated the
field of Steel Bridge competitions. Our competitors were learning from our designs only to find out that we already had
even better ideas. We were “routinely” winning the Surveying competitions. In sports, we often took more trophies than
any other team, volleyball being our strongest. Importantly, our teams knew not only how to effectively compete abut
also how to enjoy our success. Arguably, our teams have always been the most enthusiastic at the awards banquets.
We competed hard against UCSD – but had always a friendly cheer for them at those events.
I was very happy to be reelected as Faculty Advisor year after year. I was humbled by the confidence the Chapter had in
me. I tried to be a low-key Advisor, supporting students’ aspirations and initiatives. Soon, it became clear that the
Chapter was becoming one of the most successful student organizations on the SDSU campus. The chapter was involved
in variety of events such as the softball tournament for Civil Engineering companies, Professional Development Day,
beach cleaning, tutoring effort for elementary and high school students, among others. These activities were recognized
by the headquarters of ASCE. The Chapter has received several Letters of Commendation awarded to the top 5% of
Chapters internationally; the last four in 2018, 2019, 2020, and in 2021. Sometime in the past, our SDSU Chapter was the
runner-up for the best Chapter in the US. Because of the student success, I was recognized in a similar way several
times.
One of the unique successes of our Chapter was our willingness and ability to organize big events. We hosted twice the
national finals of the Steel Bridge competition, also twice the Concrete Canoe international finals as well as two PSWC
competitions. We were approached to host again because of the success of the previous events. We were very effective
organizers and also friendly hosts. Importantly, the initiative to host was never “imposed” by me as Advisor: the student
leaders were the ones who had the final decision after careful consideration given to the challenges facing the
organization of such major events. At the end of those events, we all were tired – yet happy that the challenges were
met successfully.
When I talk about successes, I need to point out to the real heroes who made those achievements possible. Over the last
30 years, I was privileged to work with 30 outstanding Chapter Presidents and hundreds of elected Officers; both males
and females. It is impossible to list them all by name – and it would not be fair to name just a few. They know how much
I value their contributions and their friendship. I had the honor to host them at my place: they were my extended family.
The documented success of our Chapter had yet another important source: we could always count on the support
coming from the San Diego Section of ASCE and its YMF. As Advisor, I am extremely thankful for all the assistance we
have received over the years from the professional Civil Engineering community. I am very happy to see my former
Chapter members and student leaders as pillars of the Engineering communities.
A few years ago, the chapter spontaneously established the annual “Supernak Excellence Award” for its top leaders. I
was humbled and honored by this naming. In return, I established an endowment that will offer a symbolic monetary
award to supplement the recognition. This way, the SEA will be offered in perpetuity.
ASCE student Chapter proved to be a wonderful incubator of talent, commitment and success. I want to encourage all
those who consider Civil Engineering careers to get involved in the ASCE as early as possible. The dividends are just too
great to pass.
For me it is a quite emotional departure from my role as Faculty Advisor. However, whenever I can I will still attend your
events and competitions. The thrill of seeing you in action is just too strong to miss it!

HAPPY RETIREMENT!
Dr. Janusz Supernak will be retiring after 30 years of working at SDSU as
Full

Professor

and

Interim

Chair

in

the

Department

of

Civil,

Construction, and Environmental Engineering. He has been instrumental
to SDSU's civil engineering success and has played a great leadership
role in this community. He has influenced many students and other
professionals over the years. We are dedicating this page of the
newsletter to honor his established career. We thank you Dr. Supernak
for everything you have done and we wish you well!
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PDD 2021

SDSU CHAPTER UPDATE
by Katelyn Makanvand

ANNUAL SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

ASCE SDSU hosted the annual
Professional Development Day
(PDD) on Wednesday, October
27th. Over 60 companies were
in attendance with multiple
representatives present
throughout the day. Nearly
200 students attended this
career fair. This was the
largest event for ASCE SDSU
since 2019. The were three
sponsorship tiers: Platinum,
Gold, and Silver, which all
helped contribute to
supporting our local chapter

The student chapter was proud to host 16 engineering firms at the 32nd
Annual ASCE Softball Tournament on Saturday, September 25th. Even
through field construction that limited the gameplay area and COVID-19
restrictions, ASCE SDSU was able to organize the second largest in-person,
school-related event since 2019 for hundreds of attendees. Final standings:
1st Place - PLSA, 2nd Place - Kimley-Horn/Gensler, 3rd Place - AARK
Engineering

and students. Thank you to all
the companies that came out!

ENG. DESIGN DAY

SPEED NETWORKING & RESUME WORKSHOP

On December 3rd, SDSU's
Engineering Design Day took

On Tuesday, October 14th ASCE SDSU collaborated with ASCE YMF San Diego

place at CalTrans District 11

to host 15 professionals at our Resume Workshop and Speed Interviews

HQ. Collaborating all semester

event. The room was split in half with speed interviews on one side and the

long, over 20 teams presented

resume workshop on the other. Both sessions took place in 3 rounds of 10

on their local San Diego

minutes each, where students rotated around the room meeting different

projects to professionals at

professionals. After 3 rounds, the groups of students switched sides to

Design Day. YMF members

participate in the other session. The purpose of this event was to help

volunteered as graders for the

sharpen our students' communication skills and refine their resumes for our

event.

largest networking event of the year, Professional Development Day
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UCSD CHAPTER UPDATE
By Jamie Tran
As this school year transitions from remote learning to in-person, UCSD students are eager to attend in-person
events where they can network with peers and professionals. Starting early in the summer, the officer board
began to plan out events to attract members. The first event was a bonfire social, which took place at the end
of Week 1 of Fall Quarter. This event was a huge success and allowed Structural Engineering students to ease
back into in-person school. Additionally, we hosted a community service event where a group of 15 student
volunteers assist in the construction project with Habitat for
Humanity.
Due to Covid restrictions at UCSD, the first two General Body Meetings were hosted remotely. The first GBM
explained the opportunities our student chapter has to offer members, including the three major project teams
and professional development events. The second GBM was with Kimley-Horn, a civil engineering company
that shared personal experiences and career/internship opportunities with students. The third GBM was inperson on the UCSD campus, with Simpson Strong-Tie. The students were able to learn more about the
company, scholarship opportunities, and receive goodie bags!
It is a great honor for UCSD’s ASCE student chapter to host the Pacific Southwest Student Symposium this
school year. The planning committee has been working hard to organize appropriate venues for all events,
obtain sponsorships for the events, and much more.
Throughout the quarter, project teams Concrete Canoe, Seismic Design, and Steel Bridge have been working
hard on their respective projects. They have made great progress and are on track to compete at the Pacific
Southwest Student Symposium.
I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the success of our student chapter as we work
hard to provide opportunities and create a welcoming atmosphere for students!
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MEETINGS & EVENTS RECAP
by Omar Abu Zeineh

WRYMC 2021

WEST MISSION BAY DR. BRIDGE TOUR
On May 7, our members
toured the West Mission
Bay Drive Bridge
construction site led by
the City of San Diego &
Kleinfelder. The original
bridge was built in the
early 1950s to meet the
daily traffic volume of
its time, which are now
exceeded. Caltrans has
classified the existing
bridge as functionally
obsolete and is being
replaced with two
parallel viaducts with

WRYMC was hosted virtually this year

three-lanes each for

from April 29-May 1, 2021. It was also

both northbound and

FREE and open to all younger members!

southbound traffic. The

This leadership conference provides an

project is funded by the

unrivaled

FHWA and the HBP.

opportunity

for

younger

members to actively engage with ASCE
leadership,
training

participate

seminars,

development
with

other

in

attend

workshops,
members

leadership
professional

and

from

network

across

the

western region.

INT'L WOMEN IN ENG. DAY

INTEGRATED WATER MANAGEMENT
& SAN DIEGO COASTKEEPER

San Diego's storm drain infrastructure is often undersized,
aging long past its useful life, and underfunded. On May 18,
Speaker Lucero Sanchez, Community Policy Coordinator at San
Diego Coastkeeper, discussed the significance of integrated
water management and its role in addressing existing and

On June 23, we celebrated Internation

projected threats to our region's water supply and water

Women

quality.

in

Engineering

Day

with

Integrated

water

management

incorporates

green

spectacular panelists Karibia Baillargeon

infrastructure, stormwater capture, wastewater recycling, and

(Kleinfelder), Kim Magee (HDR), Melissa

habitat restoration to reduce and mitigate environmental and

Gomez

Tadros

societal impacts. San Diego Coastkeeper (our Charity of the

(Caltrans). These high-achieving women

Month for the month of May) is an organization that protects

engineers shared their career tips with

swimmable, fishable, and drinkable water in San Diego County.

our

They

(Parsons),

members

and

from the audience.

and

Sherry

answered

questions

use

a

strategic

combination

of

science,

advocacy,

education, and community engagement to address existing
and emerging water-related issues.
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MEETINGS & EVENTS RECAP
by Omar Abu Zeineh

POST-COVID NETWORKING

SDSU SNAPDRAGON STADIUM TOUR

For our first in-person GBM since Covid,
we

took

advantage

of

being

able

to

connect in person by hosting a speed
networking event. On October 26, Dan
Pelisek of Ninyo and Moore gave a brief
presentation on “Networking in a PostCovid World,” where we explored how to
continue connecting in a partially virtual
industry.

On July 7, our members toured the new SDSU Mission Valley
Snapdragon

Stadium

construction

site

led

by

Clark

Construction, the general contractor of the project. This
LEED Gold-certified, high-tech stadium will be the new home
for Aztec Football and is designed to meet the needs of the
entire San Diego community. This year-round entertainment
destination will have a seating capacity of 35,000 with the
flexibility for expansion in the future. SDSU plans to host a
variety

of

noteworthy

events

ranging

from

NCAA

championship and international soccer matches to concerts
and festivals.

CANYON CLEAN UP DAY

2021 ASCE SD GOLF TOURNAMENT

On June 23, our members volunteered
with the San Diego Canyonlands and the
Friends of Tierrasanta Canyons to help
remove
species.

over

500

pounds

of

invasive

ASCE YMF & San Diego Section hosted their annual Golf
Tournament after a one year hiatus due to Covid. The event
was held at the Rancho Bernardo Inn Golf Course on
September 24 and brought in over 125 players from over 35
engineering companies and agencies. A portion of the
proceeds from the event benefited ASCE San Diego in
funding

student

scholarships

and

educational

outreach

programs. Thank you all to all our sponsors and attendees!
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MEETINGS & EVENTS RECAP
by Omar Abu Zeineh

MID-COAST (UCSD BLUE LINE) TROLLEY EXTENSION
John Dorow, of SANDAG,
presented on the “Midcoast
Trolley Line Extension – the Finish
Line for a Project Decades in the
Making.” He highlighted how this
project evolved from its
conception in the 1980’s to its
grand opening this month. This
project is the largest
transportation infrastructure
project in San Diego history.
The Mid-Coast Trolley extends
trolley service from the Santa Fe
Depot in Downtown San Diego to
the University Community area,
serving major activity centers
such as Old Town, UC San Diego,
and University Towne Centre.
Construction began in fall 2016
and service began on November
21, 2021 during the Grand Opening
Celebration. This free community
event featured lots of food,
giveaways, live music,
entertainment, a rock climbing
wall, and more! Free trolley rides
were even offered all day!
Thank you to the many industry
leaders who made it possible.

Courtesy of SANDAG
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SOCIAL RECAP
by Omar Abu Zeineh

SUMMER SOCIAL HAPPY HOUR

HALLOWEEN SOCIAL

On November 4, we hosted our Halloween social at Pure
Project Brewing at Balboa. We had plenty of pizza, beer, and
prizes for the best costumes!

On July 27, we hosted our first in-person
event of the year at Coronado Brewing in
Mission Valley and caught up over some
local beer and food.

JOINT SECTION HOLIDAY PARTY

WELCOME-BACK MIXER

On September 30, we welcomed back all

On December 14, ASCE YMF & San Diego Section teamed up

our members after the summer at New

to host our last and largest event of the year at AleSmith

Motion Beverages in Miramar. It was a fun

Brewing

and free event with lots of food,

atmosphere as folks ate tacos, drank beer, and won some

mixing, and mingling.

drinks,

Company

in

Miramar.

Holiday

joy

filled

the

pretty spectacular prizes! Attendees could purchase raffle
tickets for the prizes and earn even more by donating toys
for Toys for Tots. We ended up raising over $1,000 for
Mama's Kitchen, an organization that believes everyone is
entitled to the basic necessity of life - nutritious food. Their
services improve the health and well-being of individuals
and families vulnerable to malnutrition due to critical illness.
Thank you to the event sponsor Psomas, and to everyone
who came out to the event and donated to these charities.
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FUNDRAISERS RECAP
by Omar Abu Zeineh

TOYS FOR TOTS

OCEAN SANCTUARIES

Our Charity of the Month for September was Ocean
Sanctuaries,

a

non-profit

organization

focused

on

collecting and compiling marine life data in San Diego.
Their programs focus on diving and tidepooling efforts
along the San Diego coastline. One project involves the
surveying of marine life at an artificial reef west of
Mission Bay formed by the HMCS Yukon; a Canadian
warship purchased, cleaned, and sunk by the City of San

Thank you to all those that supported the Toys
for Tots drive (our Charity of the Month for
December) this year! The goal of Toys for Tots is,
through the gift of a new toy, to help bring joy
of the holidays and send a message of hope to
America's

less

fortunate

children.

A

special

Diego and the San Diego Oceans Foundation in 2000 to
create the artificial reef.
San Diego ASCE YMF strongly encourages its members
to support or reach out to Ocean Sanctuaries to aid in
their marine life survey efforts. Please follow the link to
their website at OceanSanctuaries.com

thank you to the many companies, including
Wood

Rodgers

participated

and

this

Najars

year

Engineering,

by

having

who

drop-off

locations for toys at their offices. We also had
collection bins during our Joint Section Holiday

SURFRIDER FOUNDATION

Party where four huge bins were filled with toys.

S.D. REFUGEE TUTORING

Our Charity of the Month for November was S.D.
Refugee Tutoring, who work with students of a
refugee background. Tutors work 1-on-1 with
these students to help them with foundational
English and math skills. Tutors also spend time
reading

with

educational

the

games

students
together.

and

San

playing

Diego

YMF

thanks everyone for their monetary donations to
support the tutoring staff and the great work
the organization does. Please visit their website
at SDRefugeeTutoring.com/give

On October 2nd, 2021, an estimated 126,000 gallons
of oil spilled when a pipeline burst approximately 4
miles

off

the

coast

near

an

offshore

drilling

platform. The spill resulted in a 13-mile wide oil slick
off

Orange

County,

California.

The

Surfrider

Foundation is in close contact with the California
Department of Fish & Wildlife and other agencies
leading the incident command. San Diego ASCE YMF
would

like

your

support

to

aid

the

Surfrider

Foundation in their efforts to minimize the harmful
impacts of the oil spoll, ensure comprehensive clean
up,

and

to

happening

prevent
again.

this

type

of

disaster

Please

visit

their

from

website

at

surfrider.org.
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PE REVIEW COURSE
by Omar Abu Zeineh

We are very excited to announce that the ASCE YMF
San Diego PE Review Course is back for Winter 2022!
The PE Review Course will occur every Saturday from
February 12, 2022, to April 16, 2022 (location TBD). For
registration, pricing, and course/schedule details,
please visit our website at www.SanDiegoYMF.org/PE-Review. The course will cover all topics
for the 8-hr PE Exam (Water Resources,
Environmental, Structural, Geotechnical,
Transportation, and Construction), and will also
include classes for the California Seismic &
Surveying Exams.

Attention Prospective Civil EIT/PE Licensees! There
have been lots of recent changes to California's
EIT/PE License application process and the 8-hr PE
exam. Join us on Zoom on January 19, 2022, to learn
how to best prepare directly from Natalie King,
Senior Registrar at BPELSG! Her presentation will
cover the following:
EIT certificate requirements & application process
FE examination
PE license requirements & application process
Responsible Charge Criteria for licensees
PE examination (transition to computer-based
testing and digital references)
BPELSG Connect System - applications, renewals,
and enforcement
Common complaints and citations
Recent changes in laws/regulations that affect
licensees
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